Beneath whose rocky burden

On pastures dry the maids and herdsmen trod :

The Lord of thunder felt a mightier God.

The episode relates to the discomfiture of Indra at the hands of
Krishna - who was no other than Vishnu the God of gods in human
incarnation - as described in the Bhagavata. Indra tries to harass the
maids and herdsmen of the Gocula by hurling hail and rain at them, but
Krishna comes to their rescue by lifting the Govardhana mountain with
his little finger, thereby providing a safe shelter. Indra feels a 'mightier
God7 and accepts his defeat.

Chitraratha then refers to yet another occasion on which Indra had
to be helped by the other gods. This was when he stole flowers from a
garden in the guise of a shepherd to please his darling wife, 'blythe
SachT. He is caught red-handed and shackled by the gardener. Soon
all the gods come to his rescue. When this story is being narrated,

Soft memory retraced the youthful scene:
The thund'rer yielded to resistless charms,
Then smil'd enamour'd on his blushing queen,
And melted in her arms.

Such indeed is the vision of Indra that Vyasa has - this is the
vision in the vision - and he prays to Indra to bless the earth with
timely showers so that people may live in peace and plenty. This
hymn too ends with a benediction addressed to Indra himself, who is
the

Sprinkler of genial dews and fruitful rains
O'er hills and thirsty plains

so that he may punish the wicked and " waft the virtuous to thy skies*.

The next hymn - the fifth in the series - is addressed to Surya, and
was composed in 1786. Jones mentions in the argument that "the
principal source of idolatry among the ancients was their enthusiastick
admiration of the Sun".3 It is also plausible, as Jones observes, that the
triple Divinity of the Eastern mythology is no other than the
personification of the Sun, as one of the many names of the Sun is
Tryitanu. The three aspects are but functional and facilitate the creation,
existence and destruction of the universe (sristi, sthiti and lays).
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